BROADCASTING ACCESSIBILITY FUND – PRESS RELEASE

For Immediate Release

Ottawa, April 17, 2013 - The Broadcasting Accessibility Fund (the Fund) is seeking groups in the accessibility community and the broadcasting community that are interested in helping to elect the inaugural Board of Directors for the Fund.
The Fund is an independent and impartial funding body supporting innovative projects to increase the accessibility of broadcasting content in Canada.  Bell proposed the Fund as part of the tangible benefits package associated with its acquisition of CTV.  The Canadian Radio-television and Telecommunications Commission (CRTC) approved its creation and initial funding of $5.7M.  The Fund is currently governed by an interim Board.
The Board of Directors will have 9 Directors.  Accessibility group stakeholders will be asked to elect 6 of the Directors for the Board, while broadcasting industry stakeholders will elect another 3 Directors.  The Board of Directors is responsible for overseeing the implementation and operation of the Fund, with the assistance of a Funding Officer and Fund staff.
If you are part of a group involved with accessibility issues or the broadcasting industry and your group is interested in participating in the election of the Fund’s Board of Directors, please contact info@baf-far.ca  by May 10, 2013, to find out about the criteria for becoming a stakeholder and the process for electing Directors for the Board.
The Fund can also be contacted by writing to:
The Broadcasting Accessibility Fund
160 Elgin Street
P.O. Box 70005 Place Bell PO
Ottawa, ON K2P 2M3
